fact sheet

safe school travel
Welcome back to a new school year! Sutherland Shire Council Parking Officers
will be out at all schools again this year helping you to ensure that all children
get to and from school safely.
DROPPING OFF OR PICKING UP YOUR CHILDREN
Schools are areas where there is a lot of
interaction between cars and pedestrians: your
children. Children are small, hard to see, behave
unpredictably, and are extremely vulnerable.
Their lack of road experience means it is difficult for
them to judge dangerous situations. Boys are twice
as likely to be involved in pedestrian accidents as
girls and children 10-14 years have the highest rate
of child pedestrian casualties (RMS).
•

•

•

Children up to eight years old should hold an
adult’s hand on the footpath, in the carpark or
when crossing the road.
Children up to ten years old should be actively
supervised around traffic and should hold an
adult’s hand when crossing the road.
Take the time to make sure your children are
aware of, understand and follow traffic safety
regulations when they are walking.

HAVE A PLAN
Plan with your son or daughter how you will collect
them. When and where will you be after school?
Where should they wait? Make sure they know not
to try and get into your vehicle while it is still in

traffic, even if you are stopped; they should wait until
you have parked at the side of the road.
Plan to arrive AFTER the school bell goes in the
afternoon, so your children are ready and waiting for
you and you are not blocking traffic.
NO PARKING ZONES
A No Parking zone is a pick up and drop off area: you
can stop here for a maximum of two minutes to drop
off or pick up passengers and must remain within
three metres of the vehicle. When parents park in a
No Parking zone for longer than two minutes they
prevent other parents from stopping to drop off
or pick up their children, creating frustration and
dangerous situations. If you arrive before the school
bell and block the pickup areas, you risk a fine.
Parking offences in school zones carry heavier fines
and loss of demerit points. Sutherland Shire Council
makes no apologies for fining drivers who break the
law around schools and in school zones.
See the Roads and Maritime Authority website at
www.rms.nsw.gov.au for more about Australian
Road Rules and other road safety information.

signs you will see around school
NO PARKING
What does it mean?
You CAN stop in a NO
PARKING zone for a
maximum of two minutes
to drop off and pick up
passengers. You must stay
within three metres of your
vehicle at all times.
Why is it there?
To provide a safe place for older
children to be set down and picked up
without endangering other children.
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NO STOPPING SIGNS &
CONTINUOUS YELLOW
EDGE LINES
What do they mean?
You CANNOT stop in these
areas FOR ANY REASON.
Why are they there?
To keep sight lines clear
for drivers AND children
so both have more time to
avoid crashes.

BUS ZONE
What does it mean?
You must NOT stop or park
in a bus zone unless you
are driving a bus.
Why is it there?
To provide a safe place for
large buses to set down
and pick up. Cars parking
in bus zones put lives at
risk by forcing buses out of
‘their’ safety zone.

